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iivm :iuiNr .:u; s:;v .i.-*: '"here was a gentleman standing 
mrM li^ :iv «tu' >;\^kr -u^ \^r manr gentiemen and othen 
NpcnL. «-hv' ssu-,. ^ -vu"* .Tc .umned witches and wariocks 
i\\A\ \\a\T ihr -^-r^-.^T,.: ^ic**: :ne aevii ha't do I see;' and 
unmotiutr-i ;!t:^»t- »v::> . .-.•.>*-t«mihie change in his counte* 
n;;n*T W :!: ;> m;^^ t:*,: .:r!,: zTcmbling as any woman I 
s.in ;!u'r. u" .Aiiiv .'*::. -or. rhat do not see, say no- 

tjiiiK :.M . "«:**r»:;;wr;- \'. : :< Tirvn-i^r ltt fact. and discemiblc 
tv .;!*. .1.:: :s k'. >;.\-.ii'' ".-.n,; ■\n»i tiiose who did see told 
«-••;%: n\WN , . .v^.> :*; ^T;r:> la*!. and their length and 
«-:dcri.^s. Aii^i-; vu. :u:i.;ic«> -ti:-^ -^w.iTGS had, whether small or 
t^rcc^ -^arr .-« /i ■-:i:':*a3.- jria--":iv xnd rhe closing knots of 
thv S.v-r<r^i. .■..;v-w /r - r -^kt. rrLSse who did sec them 
thcr?, v^wr-^^.r- r.^t^ m-.^*-. l.-t*.-.:-. -^^ i bonnet and a sword 

1*1* • ... * ^ ■♦ . 

Fr.:5 5.-.t:c.m^- 7-rr.rr..-*25i^..-.:- * vrrxx a ■mJntride betiered, 
althoucV. oTih rw-inr— • .":' rr-.'»it szw what must, if real, 
ha>'e been equiJ-'y :tTiV]:r^ v ^]. mec be compared with 
the exploit of rht huniounsL wrj: iJiaii^ed himself in an 
attitude of asionishnieiJi- vnr. hj? f-sf rr^^eied on the well- 
known bronze iiari thai rracs* the rrrm: nf Northumberland 
House in the Sirand. £iid h^vnu: iXTrarrer. the attention of 
those who looked at him by murtenni:. ** By heaven it wags! 
it wags again I" contrived ui :* few minutes to blockade the 
whole street with an immense crowd, some conceiving that 
they had absolutely seen the lic»n of Percy wag his tail, I 
others expecting to i^imess the same 7>henomenon. 

On such occasions as we have hitherto menboned, we 

Mve supposed that the ghost-seer has been in foU possessicm 

% oidinar>- jKJwcrs of perception, unless in the case of 

lers. in whom they may have been obscnied by tem- 

f slumber, and the posMbility of correcting vagaries of 

lk«r*» " 1 J**^." Ed?rb:;n:h, iS?;. to! ; p xmltL I: u crideiit 
•Bt Peier br/.icTwS in 'hr nv^.?.r'.:'-^ ^ ihi* srArau {:eirantbe 
r^ Paitridce'i tCTTOT Vw tbf cl» ^ o:" Hai&lec— iM daac be was 
^^,^^bea«« Gam V ^:howeA «dfc. «^- ^ ^ 
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i '^^)s^t is that of the fall of some part of the mass. In short, 

3n explanatory system is adopted during sleep with such 

extreme rapidity, that supposing the intruding alarm to have 

been the first call of some person to awaken the slumberer, 

the explanation, though requiring some process of argument 

or deduction, is usually formed and perfect before the 

second effort of the speaker has restored the dreamer to the 

waking world and its realities. So rapid and intuitive is the 

succession of ideas in sleep, as to remind us of the vision 

of the prophet Mahommed, in which he saw the whole 

wonders of heaven and hell, though the jar of water which 

fell when his ecstasy commenced, had not spilled its contents 

when he returned to ordinary existence, 

A second, and equally remarkable instance, was commu- 
nicated to the author by the medical man under whose 
observation it fell, but who was, of course, desirous to keep 
private the name of the hero of so singular a history. Of 
the friend by whom the facts were attested I can only say, 
that if I found myself at liberty to name him, the rank 
which he holds in his profession, as well as his attainments 
in science and philosophy, form an undisputed claim to the 
most implicit credit 

It was the fortune of this gentleman to be called in to 
attend the illness of a person now long deceased, who in 
his lifetime stood, as I understand, high in a particular de- 
partment of the law, which often placed the property of 
others at his discretion and control, and whose conduct, 
therefore, being open to public observation, he had for 
ttany years borne the character of a man of unusual steadi- 
ness, good sense, and integrity. He was, at the time of my 
friend's visits, confined principally to his sick-room, some- 
times to bed, yet occasionally attending to business, and 
f^erting his mind, apparently with all its usual strength and 
•Uergy, to the conduct of important affairs intrusted to him; 
Or did there, to a superficial observer, appear anything 
I his conduct, while so engaged, that could argue vacilla- 



56 isrrs^^s jjf 

smpil -:vearng '.lis likentss^ <rauict be sapposcd to complain | 
of an i[:r:anci:n ^hicii -Muit 'piacs ji JceiSisncc to the direct 
comiTianii. :t die TenT- X '-lawe^'ec die phrase is under- I 
stccc. 30 cos a oiumunnix ucunsc die ^ieisure oc Providence^ 
buc js J. rtipp:ac:i i: die pn^nueri nnmer ttieod Satil, that 
his 5ins ami tiiscT:ncentjN '▼hicii -viire die oltiiiLite cause of I 
Soniiiei 5 j.,7peuraacx;, "lad vicidrawri die prophet for a j 
space from die eaji:wtneuc anii repose or Heaven, to review ' 
this misenbie <^:cc :t -nonilicy, ^iiic. ^riidL and misfortunei | 
the Tv«:rvis :njy. jcccrtiinir :c diac interpretation, wear no 
stronger seiise Cf cjmpuunc diaa aiigiit becotne the spirit of ' 
a just mjn maiie ^ertectu or any benevolent angel by whom 
he rniziii: be r^erresenceiL It mav be observed that in 
I Ecclesiostiowis .tlvi. l-:j» 2c . die opinion of Samuel's actual 
appearmce is judor:ce«i. 5iace ic is said of this man of God, 
that «JE/fer Ji:a^*t 'id /r-j'^fic-iit-d. ssul s/unvad tke king kis latter 
end. 

Leaving the turther diseission of this dark and difficult 
question to those whose >C'aoies have qualified them to give 
judgment on so obscure a subject, ic so Eu" appears dear 
that the Witch of Endor, was not a being such as those 
believed in by our ancestors, who could transform them- 
selves and others into the appearance of the lower animals, 
raise and allay tempests, frequent the company and join the , 
revels of evil spiiits, and, by their counsel and assistance, 
destroy human lives, and waste the fruits of the earth, or 
perform feats of such magnitude as to alter the fece of 
Nature The Witch of Endor was a mere fortune-teller, to 
•hom, in despair of all aid or answer from the Almighty, the 
ifortunate King of Israel had recourse in his despair, and 
' whom, in some way or other, he obtained the awful 
irtainty of his own defeat and death. She was liable, 
deed, deservedly to the pimishment of death for intruding 
self upon the task of the real prophets, by whom the wiU 
God was at that time regularly made known. But her 
stence and her crimes can go no length to prove th# 
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eaily . period, by which the ordinary laws of nature were 
oocasi onallv suspend ed, and recognised the existence in the 
spiritual world of the two grand divisions of angels and 
devils, severally exercising their powers according to the 
commission or permission of the Ruler of the universe. 

Secondly, wise men have thought and argued that tlie 
idols of the heathen were actually fiends, or, rather, that I 
these enemies of mankind had power to assume the shape | 
and appearance of those feeble deities, and to give a certain 
d^ee of countenance to the faith of the worshippers, by 
working seeming miracles, and returning, by their priests or ^ 
their oracles, responses which " paltered in a double sense" 
with the deluded persons who consulted them. Most of the 
fathers of the Christian Church have intimated such an 
opinion. This doctrine has the advantage of affording, to a 
certain extent, a <yr)firmarini^ of iriflny mirarles related in 
paj^ or dassicai history, which are thus ascribe d to the [ 
agen cy of evil spirits. It corresponds also with the texts of 
Scripture which declare that the gods of the heathen are alH 
devils and evil spirits ; and the idols of Egypt are classed, \ 
as in Isaiah, chap. xix. ver. 2, with charmers, those who have 
^miliar spirits, and with wizards. But whatever license it 
may be supposed was permitted to the evil spirits of that 
period — and although, undoubtedly men owned the sway of 
deities who were, in fact, but personifications of certain evil 
passions of humanity, as, for example, in their sacrifices to 
Venus, to Bacchus, to Mars, &c., and therefore might be 
said, in one sense, to worship evil spirits — ^we cannot, in 
reason, suppose that every one, or the thousandth part of 
the innumerable idols worshipped among the heathen, was 
endowed with supernatural power ; it is clear that tlie greater 
number fell under the description applied to them in another 
passage of Scripture, in which the part of the tree burned in 
the fire for domestic purposes is treated as of the same 
power and estimation as that carved into an image, and pre- 
ferred for Gentile homzjgQ. This striking passage, in which. 
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IVe are indeed assured from the sacred writings, that 
the promise of the Deity to his chosen people, if they 
conducted themselves agreeably to the law which he had 
jiven, was, that the communication with the invisible world 
^ould be enlarged, so that in the fulness of his time he 
vould pour out his spirit upon all flesh, when their sons and 
laughters should prophesy, their old men see visions, and 
heir young men dream dreams. Such were the promises 
ielivered to the Israelites by Joel, Ezekiel, and other holy 
ieers, of which St. Peter, in the second chapter of the Acts 
Df the Apostles, hails the fulfilment in the mission of our 
Saviour. And on the other hand, it is no less evident that 
the Almighty, to punish the disobedience of the Jews, 
ibandoned them to their own fallaoious desires, and suffered 
them to be deceived by the lying oracles, to which, in 
flagrant violation of his commands, they hfad recourse. Of 
this the punishment arising from the Deity abandoning 
Ahab to his own devices, and suffering him to be deceived 
by a lying spirit,(1orms a striking instance^> 

Fourthly, and on the other hand, abstaining with re- 
verence from accounting ourselves judges of the actions of 
Omnipotence, we may safely conclude that it was not 
his pleasure to employ in the execution of his judgments 
the consequences of any such species of league or compact 
betwixt devils and deluded mortals, as that denounced 
in the laws of our own ancestors under the name of witch- 
vrqft What has been translated by that word seems little 
more than the art of a medicator of poisons, combined 
mth that of a Pythoness or false prophetess ; a crime, 
however, of a capital nature, by the Levitical law, since, in 
the first capacity, it implied great enmity to mankind, and 
in the second, direct treason to the divine Legislator. The 
book of Tobit contains, indeed, a passage resembling more 
an incident in an Arabian tale or Gothic romance, than a 
part of inspired writing. In this, the fumes produced 
by broiling the liver of a certain fish are described as 
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certain signal the divinity summoned the priestess to the 
sanctuary, who presently returned, with tears in her eyes 
and terror in her countenance, to inform her companion that 
it was the will of Freya that he should depart, and no longer 
travel in their company. "You must have mistaken the 
meaning of the goddess," said the champion ; " Freya can- 
not have formed a wish so unreasonable as to desire I should 
abandon the straight and good road, which leads me directly 
on my journey, to choose precipitous paths and by-roads, 
where I may break my neck." "Nevertheless," said the 
priestess, " the goddess will be highly offended if you disobey 
her commands, nor can I conceal from you that she may 
personally assault you.'' *' It will be at her own peril if she 
should be so audacious," said the champion, " for I will try 
the power of this axe against the strength of beams and 
boards." The priestess chid him for his impiety ; but being 
unable to compel him to obey the goddess's mandate, they 
again relapsed into familiarity, which advanced to such a 
point that a clattering noise within the tabernacle, as of 
machinery put in motion, intimated to the travellers that 
Freya, who perhaps had some qualities in common with the 
classical Vesta, thought a personal interruption of this t^te- 
k-tfite ought to be deferred no longer. The curtains flew 
open, and the massive and awkward idol, who, we may sup- 
pose, resembled in form the giant cre ated by Frankenstein, 
leapt liimbering from the carriage, and, rushiug" onTthe in- 
trusive traveller, dealt him, with its wooden hands and arms, 
such tremendous blows, as were equally difficult to parry or 
to endure. But the champion was armed with a double- 
edged Danish axe, with which he bestirred himself with so 
much strength and activity, that at length he split the head 
of the image, and with a severe blow hewed off its left leg. 
The image of Freya then feU motionless to the ground, and 
the demon which had animated it fled yelling from the bat- 
tered tenement. The champion was now victor ; and, ac- 
cordmg to the law c^ arms, took possession of the female 
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affected on all occasions ; while the superstition of the Scot- 
tish was likely enough to give them a name which might 
propitiate the vanity for which they deemed the race 
remarkable ; just as, in other instances, they called the fays 
^* men of peace," '^good neighbours,*' and by other titles of 
the like import. It must be owned, at the same time, that 
the words fay and fairy may have been mere adoptions of 
the French fee and feerie^ though these terms, on the other 
side of the Channel, have reference to a class of spirits 
corresponding, not to our fairies, but with the far different 
Fata of the Italians. But this is a que stion_ g^hich w p 
willing ly leav e, for the d e cTs Ton of better etymologists t han 
ourselves. 



DEMONOLOGY AND WITCHCRAFT. 275 

might suffer harm at a time when there was no one to pro- 
tect her. He therefore requested her to be more cautious 
in her language for her own sake^ prof esRing^ At the same 
time, his belief that her words and intentions were perfectly 
harmless, and that he na a no apprehension of being hurt by — 
her, let her wish her worst to him. She was rather more 
angry'QiaQ pleased at the well-meaning sherifi's scepticism. 
"I would be laith to wish ony ill either to you or yours, sir," 
shd said \ ** for I kenna how it is, but something aye comes 
after my words when I Am ill-guided and speak ower fast." 
In shorty she was obstinate in claiming an influence over the 
destiny of others by words and wishes, which might have in 
other times conveyed her to the stake, for which her ex- 
pressions, their consequences, and her disposition to insist 
upon their efficacy, would certainly of old have made her a 
fit victim. At present the story is scarcely worth mentioning, 
but as it contains material resembling those out of which 
many tragic incidents have arisen. 

So low, in short, is now the belief in witchcraft, that 
perhaps it is only received by those half-crazy individuals 
who feel a species of consequence derived from accidental 
coincidences, which, were they received by the community 
in general, would go near, as on former occasions, to cost 
the livgs of those whamake their boast of them. At least 
one hypochondriac patienT jg known to the author, who 
believes himself the victim of a gang of witches, and ascrib es 
his illness to their c harms, so that h e wants nothing but an 
indulgent^judge to awake again the old ideas of sorcery. 
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